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SCRIPTURE
FOR TODAY

“l have said these things to you
while | am still with you. But
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that | have
said to you. Peace | leave with
you; my peace | give to you. |
do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.” - John 14:25-27

Justice: A Christian Imperative

“The issue of justice should
not be an optional extra for the
church; it should be the core
of our ministry,” said the Rev.
Phumzile Mabizela, at the Jus-
tice Plenary yesterday.

Mabizela is executive director
of the International Network of
Religious Leaders Living With
or Personally Affected by HIV
and AIDS (INERELA+).

She spoke with Mr. Martin Khor,
executive director of the South
Centre-Malaysia; Bishop losif of
Patara, Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Argentina and the general vic-
ar of the Archdiocese of Buenos
Aires and South America; and
Dr. Julia Duchrow, head of the
Human Rights and Peace Desk of
Bread for the World-Germany.

The four presented the challeng-
es that the world is facing, par-
ticularly on the issues of social,
economic and ecological justice.

“We have to look at the policies
that have been designed that
lead to poverty and injustice. We
need to tackle those issues at the
root if we really are to solve the
problem,” said Khor, who spoke
from the perspective of econo-
my, climate change and finance.

Khor cited some of these poli-
cies and their implications: “The
government, particularly in the
United States and Europe, has
designed the economy in such a
way that gives priority to finan-
cial institutions.”

“Because of the greed of those
who control the financial insti-

tutions, they have disrupted the
whole global economy, includ-
ing the developing countries
and, through the unregulated
flow of funds from developed
countries to developing coun-
tries,” Khor said.

Speaking from a human rights
context, Duchrow said: “Justice
comes from the faith-based per-
spective that human beings are
created from the image of God.
Human dignity must be afford-
ed to all human beings no mat-
ter which place they come from.
The idea of the protection of
human dignity is in the core of
human rights.”

Mabizela, a person living with
HIV, sent a powerful message
about the issue of justice in the
context of health: “It is not the
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responsibility of NGOs to un-
derstand some of these frame-
works and policies we are talk-
ing about. But as people who
believe in a God of justice, we
should understand that and hold
our government accountable.

“We and the churches have lied
to the people. We have told the
people ‘that if you don’t have
faith you shall not be healed.’
We need to be prophets and tell
the people that they have the
right to healing, and they have
the right to appropriate and ac-
curate information.

Contirued %WS
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Danger of Land
Mines Evident
to Many

At the DanChurchAid (DCA) booth in Madang Hall, assem-
bly participants can don a protective vest, grip a metal detector
and step onto a “field” to simulate searching for land mines.

The metal detector beeps several times, allowing a small
glimpse into the hidden danger faced by many around the
world who live in areas littered with land mines.

A partner of ACT Alliance, DCA is rooted in the Danish Na-
tional Evangelical Lutheran Church, works to “strengthen the
world’s poorest people in their struggle for a life in dignity.”

Its booth focuses on its Mine Action programme. Through
large-scale photographs, the booth tells the stories of people
— and one elephant — who have been injured by land mines.

Many of the people featured in the photos are civilians who
have lost limbs; 70 percent of all land mine victims are ci-
vilians, according to Landmine Monitor 2010. In 2010, 66
states and seven other areas were confirmed or suspected to
be mine-affected.

Since 1999, DCA Mine Action has taken a holistic approach,
removing mines, working with national authorities to build

in-country capacity and releasing land back to the affected
population.

by Bethany Daily
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FACES IN THE CROWD

Giver of Life, Hear

Our Cries
A living theology

Justice is not just about the
big issues but about the real
people living the daily realities
of injustice, according to Jessie
Fubara-Manuel.

Fubara-Manuel is the author of
Giver of Life, Hear Our Cries! —a
book commissioned by the World
Council of Churches (WCC) as
part of its Visions & \oices series.

“The WCC assembly is full of
discussions on theological and
contextual issues,” said Fubara-
Manuel, who lives in Port
Harcourt, Nigeria. “l wanted
to bring the issues down to a
personal level, to tell the stories of
our experiences. | felt no one was
talking about the real-life issues,
the issues that concern me as an
African woman.”

Detailing stories of the desperation
and hope of other African women,
the book is packed with vivid
descriptions  and insightful
analysis. It tells three stories: one
of a widow, another of a woman
with a disability, and one of a
woman facing the daily reality

of eco-injustice through oil
exploration in her land.

“These are all stories of people
who live in my space,” she says.
“I’m owning their stories. Their
stories have become my stories
and their realities have become
my realities.”

Fubara-Manuel is a poet, as well as
a human resources consultant and
trainer. An ordained elder of the
Preshbyterian Church of Nigeria,
she is passionate about economic
and gender justice, especially for
those with disabilities.

It is as a pastor’s wife — her
hushband, the Rev. Dr Benebo
Fubara-Manuel is a leader in the
Presbyterian church — that she has
been brought into contact with a
range of different people from all
walks of life and all spectrums of
society.

“I have met so many people and
we have got involved in their lives
and heard their stories and joined
with them in the struggles they go
through,” she says. “One of my

main passions is ensuring people
who have a disability become
part of the worshipping life of the
church.

“You can give them a space
in Madang Hall at the WCC
Assembly, but they also need
space in their local context. It’s
a challenge to us as the WCC,
but also our churches and our
governments.”

Although this is her first assembly,
Fubara-Manuel is not new to
WCC, having been involved in
projects including its Ecumenical
HIV and Aids Initiative in Africa
(EHAIA).

“This is my faith journey and this
is how | am involved in my call
to be God’s disciple,” she said.
“To be God’s eyes and legs and
mouth in the world. It’s a living
theology.”

Giver of Life, Hear Our Cries!
is available in the book store in
Madang Hall.

by Chine Mbubaegbu



Praising Through Hula Dancing

Performers from Hawaii im-
pressed the audience yesterday
with traditional hula, a word
which literally means “dance.”

But it’s more than just enter-
tainment.

Kenneth Makuakane, program
associate for Church Vitality of
the United Church of Christ —
Hawaii Conference, explained
the relevance of the dance, its
meaning to their culture and
spirituality.

“Because we have no written
history, we document our his-
tory through songs and danc-
es. We document our history
without losing our cultural
identity so that we can pass it
on to the next generation,” said

WCC IN HISTORY

Desmond Tutu was on the WCC staff for three years. by Theodore Gill

Makuakane who is a known
innovator in producing and re-
cording Hawaiian music.

“We also want people to hear
our hearts. We don’t want
people to read words without
meaning, we want them to read
what we feel. And that’s how
we relate as Christians.”

The blowing of “pu” or a conch
shell invited people to come
not only to witness their per-
formance but to join in praising
God.

“In Hawaii, we use it as a sign
that someone is coming. We
use it as a sign of welcome. A
lot of congregations use it at the
start of their service to declare
the presence of God in their

church,” said Makuakane.

Yuka Pilialoha Sanada, a Japa-
nese student who studies hula
in Hawaii, inspired the audienc-
es with her gracefulness and in-
vited them to dance with her. “I
am so happy to have performed
here. Once a month, | go to
Hawaii to study hula that has
drawn me closer to Hawaiian
culture,” she said.

One of the songs they per-
formed, accompanied by a hula,
is called Kimo Hula, a song
written by Helen Desha Beam-
er, which speaks about the
beauty of the islands in Hawaii.
Makuakane also sang Hush My
Darling, a song that he com-
posed to say “that we husbands
always have the last word. And

Peace...
and the Award Goes to...

The ecumenical movement may claim many friends among persons and organiza-
tions awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. It is remarkable that, long before the Nobel
Committee selected them, several recipients of this honour participated in confer-
ences, assemblies, commissions or committees of the WCC, its ecumenical partners
or predecessor organizations.

what is that last word? It goes
like “Yes, dear,” signifying our
reverence to our wife,” he said.

“Rather than inflicting domestic
violence, it’s about being pas-
sionate and kind to the one that
you love. You have to be gentle,
embrace and kiss each other.
Show forgiveness and grace.

“Through our performance, we
wanted to show the world that
we can go out and do mission
work together. And when we do
mission, we should not impose
our own culture. We indigenous
people can worship God in our
own cultural experience,” he
said.

by Ismael T. Fisco Jr.

Desmond Tutu (1984) was on the WCC staff from 1972 to 1975. Nathan Séderblum
(1930) was a principal founder of the Life and Work movement. Ecumenical states-
man John R. Mott shared the prize in 1946. Others who have offered ecumenical
counsel and support in recent decades: Martin Luther King Jr. (1964), Rigoberta
Menchd Tum (1992), Nelson Mandela (1993), Wangari Muta Maathai (2004) and
Leymah Gwobee (2011).

NEED TO
KNOW

Departure Information

Departure by Plane:

There will be shuttles to the airport
from the hotels on 9 and 10 November.
You will find a departure schedule
at your hotel. Because of traffic and
international check-in, you should
plan to leave the hotel four hours
before your departure time.

If you are leaving before 9 November
or after 10 November, ask your hotel
for information about the Airport
Limousine Bus and make your own
arrangements.

Visit Raptim Travel at the information
desk in Madang Hall if you would like
to double check your return flight.

Departure by Train:

If you leave by train, please take a taxi
to the train station. You should leave
for the station 1.5 hours before your
train departs.

Program Additions/Changes

12:15-13:00: All who can share in the
Old Catholic Eucharist are invited to
the table. Archbishop Joris Vercammen
will preside.

Location: Madang Hall, Booth 1

12:45:  Metropolitan =~ Community
Churches will celebrate a Holy
Communion Service open to all.
Location: Room 103

Orthodox Handbook on Ecumenism, a
new publication from the Ecumenical
Theological Education programme
and Volos Academy of Theological
Studies, has been published by Regnum
Books, Oxford, and can be seen at the
WCC Bookstore in Madang Hall.

Rescheduled

12:15-14:00: “The courage to be one”
meeting hosted by Uniting and United
Churches.

Location: Room 104

The Twitterverse has seen
more than 1,000 tweets
about the WCC 10th As-
sembly during the last week,
most of them by some 40 ac-
tive tweeters present in Bu-
san. Some participants have
started tweeting just for this
event!

Thursday, 12:45-13:45, all
who want to see the faces be-
hind these Twitter accounts
are invited to come to Room
203 for face-to-face conver-
sation and other non-virtual
goodies. It will be an op-
portunity to express wishes,
ideas and questions about
the WCC social media com-
munication in more than 140
characters, and for us to say
“thank you” to an amazing
group of tweeps!
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World Council of Churches:
“Work More Closely With the China Christian Council”
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Celebrating Strong Women

Women’s voices are being heard more than ever in the global church, but there is still a long way to go,
according to female leaders from the World Council of Churches (WCC). Half of the WCC’s presidents
are now women, which is a sign of progress, said Dame Mary Tanner, who was moderator of the WCC
Faith and Order Commission between 1991 and 1998 and completes her term as WCC president from

Europe at the end of this assembly.

“I’m not saying we’ve got there, but let’s celebrate what strong women — and men who have supported
us — have achieved,” she said. Dame Tanner was speaking at a meeting of WCC women leaders, or-
ganized by the Korean Host Committee in the SHe Space of Madang Hall yesterday at the assembly.

She was joined by Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, ecumenical officer for the Council of Bishops of the
United Methodist Church in the USA; and Rev. Dr Mercy Oduyoye, director of the Institute of African
Women in Religion and Culture as well as a former deputy general secretary of the WCC.

Swenson stressed the issues the church needs to address, adding that she thought it unlikely she would
see the ordination of women in the Catholic or the Orthodox churches in her lifetime. “We realize the
diversity of our community, but it doesn’t mean that we can’t keep working toward equality.”

by Chine Mbubaegbu



Church Must Take More
Realistic Approach to HIV

Shyreen Mrula of Mawali, who was born with HIV, said the church must provide support to people living with HIV.

The church must take a more
realistic and pastoral approach
to sexual education and the
prevention of HIV, said a panel
on the need for intergenerational
safe spaces in the areas of HIV,
human rights and sexual and
reproductive health yesterday.

Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance
(EAA) and the World Council
of Churches’ Ecumenical HIV
and AIDS Initiative in Africa
(EHAIA), the panel focused on
the role of the faith community
in the fight against HIV.

point,” said Peter Prove, EAA’s
executive director. “We are in
for the long haul.”

HIV is the leading cause of
death of women of reproductive
age (15-49) worldwide, and six
out of 10 people living with HIV

Forget Not Fukushima

The victims of the Fukushima nuclear explosion must not
be forgotten, Japanese organization No More Hibakusha has
pleaded.

The plea came as the organization unveiled a special photo in
Madang Hall yesterday depicting the radioactive contamina-
tion of a slipper found at the caution zone in Namie town in
Fukushima, where a nuclear meltdown took place in March
2011 following a tsunami.

The plight of Fukushima and other parts of the world impact-
ed by nuclear power and weapons is also part of a proposed
statement from the WCC Assembly about moving toward a
nuclear-free world.

Hibakusha is the name given to surviving victims of the atom-
ic bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Naoto Anzai of No
More Hibakusha told madang that revealing the photo of the
radioactive slipper was a bid to raise awareness of the plight of
those in Fukushima and put an end to future incidents.

“The Fukushima people are afraid that they have been forgot-
ten,” he said. “The reports in the media are decreasing even in
Japan and to the world Fukushima is just a past event. But the
tragedy is still continuing.”

The slipper image was taken by photojournalist Morizumi
Takashi using a special method to visualize the radioactive
contamination. “Please imagine the scene from those radio-
activities in our body that destroys our DNA. It’s a horrible
scene,” he said.

www.no-more-hibakusha.net

“The battle is not won, and the are women, Prove said.

Hosted by the World YWCA, the  churches ... must reiterate this by Bethany Daily by Chine Mbubaegbu

From page ] ..

]llStiCC: A Christian Imperative

“Therefore it is our responsibility to empower ourselves to create comprehensive strategy and fully
understand HIV not only as a medical issue but as a social justice issue as well,” she said.

Mabizela also said, “As an institution we have the responsibility to be advocates... We also have to
remember the poorest of the poor who can be advocates and agents of change as well.”

The presenters called for action among churches. In his reflection, losif said, “If we want justice,
we have to allow the presence of Christ in us... And we have to be able to act out Christ in the
world.”

Three persons from the audience shared their stories and reflections about the discussions based on
their own experiences. One of them, Shyreen Mrula from the Church of Central Africa Presbyteri-
an — Malawi, gave a moving speech to the crowd.

Nineteen-year-old Mrula, who was born with HIV, said: “HIV is not a punishment from God; this
is just a disease.”

by Ismael T. Fisco Jr.

“Image from the Floor” “Ear to the Floor”

The Rev. Hans-Pe-

o Tl (o7 Mark Beach

a break from the

assembly. Susan Kim
Photo by:

Fr. .]ohn.Thomas Bethany Daily
Karmgattll. from Ismael Fisco Jr.
Keraca, India Theodore Gill

Chine Mbubaegbu

Elie Ojeil
Judith Rempel Smucker
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MADANG MOMENTS

Snapshots from Around the Assembly

No to nuke: Young people wear props
to support the call of the Presbyterian
Church in Taiwan (PCT).

Schulamit Kriener from Germany reading the recommendations in
the statement on peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula.

Madang talk show: The Rev. Dr Angelique Walker-Smith (left) mod-
erates the Justice Plenary with Dr Julia Duchrow, Bp. Iosif of Patara,
Rev. Phumzile Mabizela and Mr. Martin Khor.
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Conney Semy Mella, from the United Methodist Church - Philippines,
delivers a biblico-theological reflection at the Asian plenary.

Delegates raise their card to vote during the Committee
reports at the plenary.

A bird’s eye view of the performance stage in madang hall,
with performers from the Union Theological Seminary
and Teatro Ekyumenikal on stage.

Dr. Andre Karamaga, general secretary of the All Africa
Conference of Churches, brings his greetings.

Photos in madang by Peter Williams and Joanna Linden-Montes unless otherwise noted.
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